HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 9th July 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse,

commencing at 7.45 pm

Present:
Cllr. 
W Sturges.


Cllrs:
Holvey, Robertson
Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley
 
Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)
Two members of the public.


Apologies:
Cllrs. Whiteley, Jones, Pilkington, 
41. Introduction

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, and apologised for the delay to the start due to traffic.
42. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs Whiteley, Jones, Pilkington.  
43. Casual Vacancies
The Council currently had three casual vacancies and is able to co-opt new Councillors to fill these positions.  The Council does need parish residents to volunteer as Councillors – the duties and time involved are not onerous but can make a significant difference to the community. Cllr Robertson said there were potentially three candidates who could come to the September meeting.
44. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
(The Council agreed to adjourn the meeting at this point and hear representations from two members of the public on Minute Item; No.50 Environment. See below. The adjournment lasted 30 minutes and then the meeting was reconvened; and the two members of the public left.)

45. Minutes of The Meeting of The Parish Council 11th June 2025
The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 11th June 2025.
It was proposed by Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Robertson that the minutes of the meting be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 11th June 2025  be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
46. Financial Reports – 1st July 2025.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st July 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  The Clerk reported that the Council’s financial balance had now returned to a ‘healthy’ level and in accordance with Government guidance on reserves.
The following payments were made in June:
101394
G Parkes – June



  419.06

101395
D Turvey – June



  324.21

101396
HMRC PAYE – June



    81.00


The following payments would be made in July:

101397
G Parkes – July



  419.06

101398
D Turvey – July



  324.21

101399
HMRC PAYE – July



    81.00

101400
Enerveo Ltd. Street Light Maintenance
  301.96

Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Robertson proposed that this Statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st July 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.



(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

47. External Audit
The Clerk reported the audit process for the 2024-25 year was now complete. There had been no public requests to view the Council’s accounts
48.
Planning
For discussion
There was one planning application for consideration.
i) 25/02099/PACOU – The Willows – Pipehouse – Change of use for agricultural building to flexible commercial use.  No comments had been received by the Council from neighbours to the site and there were no comments on the B&NES website. The Council therefore agreed to inform B&NES that it also had no comments to make.
ii) The Local Plan update.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley explained that the Local Plan for all development in B&NES is in an active phase.  The housing target that B&NES is required to accommodate has been doubled, which places significant pressure for new development sites.  Hinton Charterhouse village is itself classified as ‘non-sustainable’ due to its reliance on vehicle transport, lack of facilities, and the sole D2 bus service.  The community would usually be expected to only accommodate some 5% infill growth over the next five years.  However, neighbouring parishes such as Freshford and Wellow are expected to take more growth; both of these parishes are carrying out Housing Needs Surveys to give them an evidence base that probably the need is for smaller accommodation units rather than larger commercial housing schemes.  
Cllrs Whiteley and Holvey as well as the Clerk had attended the BathAvon Forum held by B&NES on Wed 25th June in Camerton and this had been very useful in understanding the Local Plan process; and in meeting B&NES staff.    An updated housing needs survey in the village could be very useful in the years ahead.
49.
Highways & Footpaths
(i) National Highways – A36 Trunk Road.  The A36 was now fully open.

(ii) Other Roads – B&NES.  B3110.  The renovated Glebe bus stop, new footway, and bus gate road markings were now in place.  The Council agreed that if these did not have an effect on ‘taming’ the traffic that it would go back to B&NES and ask for further measures more like the original road designs.
Green Lane. More complaints had been raised about the blatant commercial use of Green Lane for parking by tour mini-buses, and, that servicing and valeting also seemed to be carrying on there. The Chairman and Clerk undertook to contact the Manager of the company concerned.
(iii) Footpaths.  There was nothing to report.
50.

Environment 


(Part of this item had been considered earlier in the meeting under a temporary adjournment to allow members of the public to speak).  

The Council had received a number of complaints about helicopter noise and intrusion, particularly about the time of the Glastonbury Festival.  Of even more concern was that the Council had received a copy of a letter from a resident about helicopter downwash and a person being knocked over by it.  During the 30 minute adjournment the Council heard more detail about this; and discussed the more general problem that there are helicopters operating from at least three sites within the Parish. As the reported incident was potentially very serious the Council recommended that the parish residents contact the Civil Aviation Authority who have the powers to investigate and take action if necessary. The Council was reassured that this had already been done; Councillors agreed that they would like to be kept informed of any results.  The meeting reconvened and the members of the public then left.
The recent rain had been welcome but not enough to really replenish ponds or fields.  The Clerk had attended two B&NES Bathscape training courses on woodland management; and would be attending more on pond management, and assessing veteran trees.
51.
Millennium Green Trust Committee & Play Area
The Council noted that the Village Fete on the 5th July had gone very well.  The new vicar for the combined parishes had been there as well as Neil Butters and Dist.Cllr. Gourley 
52. 
Village Facilities

(i)
Memorial Hall.  The future of the Hall is a continuing and serious concern.
(ii)
The Council would continue with the gradual upgrade the older sodium street lights to LED lights on timers.
(iii)
The Parish Sweeper had submitted a sketch of the design for a bin bag store by the bus shelter. The cost estimate was about £550 and the Council was happy to accept that the Sweeper should go ahead and arrange this providing the structure was in keeping with the conservation area.
(iv)
Information Board on the Millennium Green. Dist.Cllr. Gourley said she was happy to contribute to this from her community fund and asked for the MG Trust to make a proposal.

53. 
Police & Crime

The Community Speedwatch in Midford was being effective at getting letters issued by the Police to vehicle drivers. 

54. 
Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Dist.Cllr. Gourley reported that the new relationship between B&NES and the WECA Mayor was so much better and more constructive than previously. There was now a positive policy on rural buses with funding for the No.94 continuing; and the with the D2 and D2X will also be continuing.  The question had been raised about resolving the issue of the D2X idling on a pause outside the Post Office due to timetable reasons.
55. 
Correspondence  
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
56. 
Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday 10th Sept 2025 at 7.30pm.  Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk three working days before the meeting.

The Meeting Finished at 8.58pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 10th Sept 2025 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
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