HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 8th January 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges -  Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, G.Whiteley, M.Parkin, F.Robertson


Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Apologies:
Cllr Pilkington.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman of the meeting wished everyone a happy new year and apologised for missing the last meeting. 
110. Apologies for Absence  

Cllr.Pilkington 
111. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
112. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 4th Dec 2024
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Robertson and seconded by Cllr.Whiteley that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 4th Dec 2024 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
113.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st January 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  
The following payments were made in December
101361

H.C.Memorial Hall Hire


  170.00

101362

G Parkes – Dec



  399.11

101363

D Turvey – Dec



  308.71

101364

HMRC PAYE – Dec



    77.20

101365

Enerveo Ltd. Light Maintenance

  336.92

101367

Community Heartbeat Trust – Pads

  146.34

The following payments would be made in January
101368

G Parkes – Jan




  399.11

101369

D Turvey – Jan



  308.71

101370

HMRC PAYE – Jan



    77.20

101371

Enerveo Ltd. 3 x New LED Lights

1456.45
101372

Broxap Ltd. New bins



1377.60

The Clerk reported that spending was largely on target and that only the question of the SSE account for electricity needed to be resolved.  The SSE Business Unit had not responded despite the required information being sent to them. The Clerk would ask them yet again to clarify if they were going to invoice HCPC or not.

The ‘ring fenced’ Community Infrastructure Levy funds had been about 50% used on LED Light replacements, the new High Street bins, and renovating the cast iron Trowbridge road sign. The Clerk reminded the Memorial Hall committee that they could draw on £500 or more if required. It was suggested that Councillors think about how the remaining £1500 could be allocated on infrastructure projects.

The Clerk also pointed out that the Council had allocated some £1000 of its own funds for LED light replacements and suggested that HCPC replace a further three lights. The Council agreed that reducing the overall energy requirements for lighting should continue. 

Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Parkin proposed that this statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st January, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

The Clerk had circulated the recalculated Budget from the December meeting. The revised Budget for the 2025-2026 Financial Year was presented to Councillors for the final decision on the Precept. The 5% pay increase for Council Staff in April amounted to an additional £452 for the year – the overall Precept would therefore rise by about 2%.  The final figure was: Twenty Thousand, Two Hundred and Sixty Four Pounds.
Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Parkin proposed that this Precept figure be submitted to B&NES.  All agreed.

Resolved
That the Council Precept Requirement for 2025 – 2026 be Twenty Thousand, Two Hundred and Sixty Four Pounds - £20,264.00

The Clerk would submit the Precept Requirement to the B&NES Corporate Finance office on the next day.

114. Planning
There was one planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
25/00031/TCA – Hinton Farm – 1 x Silver Birch – fell, 1 x Beech - trim. The Council had no comment to make and would defer to the B&NES Tree Officer. 
115. Highways & Footpaths
(i) Main Roads. A36.  The unofficial reports were that the construction works were on schedule. 
(ii) Other Roads. B3110 The Council noted the two cases of juggernauts being stuck on minor roads despite all the warning notices.   

Hogwood Bend – The Council continued to receive frequent reports of vehicle crashes and damages to road signs at this bend.  The overall view was that B&NES had done as much as reasonably possible and feasible to indicate the bend. The Council could only surmise that drivers that still managed to leave the road on an uphill bend were either distracted, under the influence of various substances, or just incapable of controlling their vehicles.  Dealing with specific incidents is a Police matter. The behavioural problem is on a national scale and certainly outside the remit of HCPC.

Speeding on minor roads. This remained one of the most frequently reported concerns from residents. Dist.Cllr. Gourley reported that Anna Sabine MP is very concerned about road safety and wishes to come to the village and meet the Council and residents. She had suggested 15th Feb or 8th March. 

Speedwatch Groups.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley and Dist.Cllr. McCabe were keen to see local speed watch groups be developed by residents. The idea of a type of school crossing person was also discussed for school age children using buses and crossing the B3110.
The Glebe. B&NES Highways team had concluded that there was not enough room for a traffic island by the Glebe, however there was a budgeted amount that would be used, after March, to improve the Glebe Bus Stop, extend the 20mph zone to include it, and painted bus gate type markings.

(iii) Byways and Footpaths. The Pipehouse Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT) had been closed again.  B&NES rights of way team had said they needed to evaluate drainage design changes so that any repairs can deal with increased flooding and run-off.  The Clerk had visited the BOAT and taken videos showing the extent of the erosion. He had forwarded these to B&NES. 

116. Environment
The Council had heard from Bath & West Community Energy (BWCE) that the Local Energy Feasibility Study was ready for more in-depth briefing sessions with local communities. They had proposed a series of dates at Village Halls in Hinton Charterhouse, Freshford and Limpley Stoke, that would allow one-to-one questions and answers - which were more effective in imparting information and giving everyone an opportunity to learn about the scheme. At the moment the date proposed for the Hinton Charterhouse Memorial Hall was Monday 10th Feb between 4pm and 8pm.
117. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Chairman reported that the noisy rocker device would be removed.  He had also heard about an offer of free fruit trees for the Millennium Green. The Clerk said that those decisions were for the MG Trust Committee.
Dist.Cllr. Gourley asked if there had been any more progress with the idea of a Millennium Green information board – which she would be keen to support with District grants.

118. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Chairman of the Hall said that there were new members of the committee and there would be an open meeting in the Hall soon.  
(ii) Street Light Replacements. As discussed under the Financial and Budget heading above the Council agreed to order a further three replacement LED lights.  The Clerk was selecting the highest wattage conventional lights first.
(iii) The two new litter bins for the High Street would be installed in January by the Chairman and the Parish Steward. Others were welcome to help out as well.
119. Police Report
There was nothing to report beyond the usual Neighbourhood Watch alerts.  
120. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

The Chairman said that he had talked to John who had moved to the village from Freshford and that people should make the effort to welcome him to Hinton Charterhouse.
121. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) The Clerk passed on a letter about tracing ancestors to Cllr. Jones who would give it to Liz Wordsworth on her return.
122. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 5th February 2025 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 31st January.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.35pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th February, 2025, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
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