HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 6th November 2024
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges - Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, F Robertson, G.Whiteley


Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley
Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Apologies:
Cllr Pilkington.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman thanked Councillors for attending.   
84. Apologies for Absence  

Cllr Pilkington.
85. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
86. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 2nd Oct 2024
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Sturges that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 2nd Oct 2024 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
87.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st November 2024, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments. The Clerk reported that the Council had been reminded by B&NES that it would need to report on how the CIL funds had been spent on village infrastructure during the year.  There was some discussion on how to finally allocate this money to best effect.  
The following payments were made in October
101348

H.C. Millennium Green Trust


1000.00

101349

H.C. Memorial Hall Trust


1000.00

101350

H.C. Church Committee


  350.00

101351

G Parkes – Oct



  399.11

101352

D Turvey – Oct



  308.71

101353

HMRC PAYE – Oct



    77.20

101354

Cllr H Jones Paint & Notice Board

  121.15

101355

Enerveo Ltd. Q.Maintenance


  336.92

The following payments would be made in November

101356

Information Commissioner


    40.00

101357

G Parkes – Nov



  399.11

101358

D Turvey – Nov



  308.71

101359

HMRC PAYE – Nov



    77.20

101360

Petty Cash replenishment


    50.00

Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Sturges proposed that this statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st November, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

The Clerk said he would start on a draft Budget for the 2025-2026 Financial Year ready for the December meeting.

Spending of CIL funds. Allocations had been made for improvements to Village,  infrastructure, but the Clerk would calculate if more could be spent to assist the Memorial Hall Committee in its plans to renovate the building.
88. Planning
There was one planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
24/03132/VAR – Homewood Park - Variations.  The Council had no comment on these variations to a previously approved application.
Resolved
None at this meeting.

89. Highways & Footpaths
(i) Main Roads. A36.  The Council noted that the A36 would be closing again from about 10th November, presumably until the work is completed.
(ii) Other Roads. B3110 traffic and overflows from the closed A36.  While traffic flows had returned to normal routes the B&NES Clean & Green Team had cleared rubbish on the B3110 Midford Hill, and cleaned the solar red lights at Hog Wood Bend.
(iii) New bus stop road design at The Glebe.  The Chairman said that he had held a meeting with the B&NES Highways Engineer – Stefan Chiffers and his B&NES Manager Neil Dark – on the 22nd October.  Residents had made it clear that they thought the proposed design had been moved to the wrong place.  At the same meeting the Council and residents proposed an extension of the 20mph limit and double white lines to the end of the current 30mph zone.  The B&NES officers said they would take the proposals and consider them.

(iv) Residents had expressed strong concerns about traffic exceeding speed limits on the B3110 outside the village boundaries.  Vehicles were regularly filmed on CCTV over-taking on double white lines and driving recklessly. Residents re-scheduled a meeting with the local MP to talk further about road safety.

(v) Footpaths.  The footway opposite The Glebe was becoming blocked with tree and shrub growth from the hedge and bank. Cllrs agreed they would take some clearing action on the 8th November. Charlie Samler – a local tree surgeon – is going to also see what he could do about tree growth that shrouds Street Lights.  
90. Environment
There was nothing particular to report.
91. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Trust held a useful committee meeting on Wednesday 9th October at the Memorial Hall.  Avon Wildlife Trust had carried out a survey on behalf of the Committee and had made some recommendations for the management of the Green.  It is possible that some small Information Boards about the Green may be installed in the future. Dist.Cllr. Gourley said that she had a small fund for Village Empowerment which might be enough to help with the costs of such a board.  There would also be some more benches and possibly some tree planting as eventual replacements for the larger mature trees.
92. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Chairman of the Hall said that an NHS charity had held a Halloween party at the Hall on the weekend, and they planned to return.  M.Henden had agreed to join the Hall Committee.  There was discussion about using some of the CIL funding to help with plans for a refurbished Hall.  
(ii) New Bins.  The Steward had chosen some bin designs and would check to see what the Millennium Green may also require. The Clerk would confirm how much of the CIL funding could be used to improve the High Street.
(iii) The red paint for the Phone Box would be retrieved and a different contactor asked to carry out the work.

(iv) The Fingerpost at The Triangle. Cllr Howard Jones was thanked by everyone for doing an excellent job of scouring and sanding down the cast iron finger post, and repainting it clearly; the way was now clear to Trowbridge.
(v) There would be some more bulb planting on the verge in the High Street.
93. Police Report
There had been a house burglary in Green Lane since the last meeting.  
Dist.Cllr. Gourley asked if there was a Community Speedwatch Group in the Village that the Police could revitalise.  The equipment is already stored at The Rose & Crown; but what was really needed was a volunteer co-ordinator. 

94. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Discussions
The Clerk reported that the Windows New Outlook e-mail account seems to be incompatible with the Council’s existing website.  Thanks to Cllr Robertson the email account can function through a different route.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley asked if the Council was aware that it is now possible to set up GOV.UK websites and email addresses.  This might be a route to take to update the Council’s services.
Councillors did discuss the role of Public input to council meetings. On the whole HCPC prefers to keep arrangements slightly informal so that discussions flow easily. However,  it was agreed that if there were a large number of residents present, and or a contentious issue, that the meeting should be formally Adjournment and Reconvened; and the rules spelt out for debate.  The aim would be to keep matters focussed and avoid repetition so that all parties could be heard.  The Clerk undertook to make these arrangements clear at the start of the meeting if it looked like it might be necessary.
95. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
96. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 2nd December 2024 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 29th November.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.25pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 4th December, 2024, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
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