HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 5th March 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges -  Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, G.Whiteley


Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Apologies:
Cllrs Robertson, Pilkington, Parkin.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to Spring. 
136. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs.Robertson, Pilkington, Parkin.
137. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
138. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 5th Feb 2025
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Sturges that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 5th Feb 2025 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
139.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st March 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  
The following payments were made in February
101373

G Parkes – Feb



  399.11

101374

D Turvey – Feb



  308.71

101375

HMRC PAYE – Feb



    77.20

101379

Enerveo Ltd. Three New LED lights

1763.28

101380

W.Sturges – Materials for Bin installation
  125.00
The following payments would be made in March
101376

G Parkes – Mar



  399.11

101377

D Turvey – Mar



  308.91

101378

HMRC PAYE – Mar



    77.00

101381

MH Decorating – Phone Box Painting
  150.00
The Clerk reported that the SSE Business Unit had been in touch and explained that they were re-organising contracts. The Council would have new rates for electricity in April.
The ‘ring fenced’ Community Infrastructure Levy funds had been about 50% used on projects in the Parish. 
It was suggested that Councillors think about how the remaining £1500 could be allocated on infrastructure projects. Councillors felt that continuing with street light replacements was a good long term investment to reduce running costs.
The Clerk also pointed out that the Council had allocated some £1000 of its own funds for LED light replacements and suggested that HCPC replace a further three lights. The Council agreed that reducing the overall energy requirements for lighting should continue. 

Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley proposed that this statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st March, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

140. Council Risk Register – Update

The Clerk had circulated the January 2025 update of the Risk Register (now at Issue No.24) and asked that the Council adopt it.  All agreed. The Clerk would circulate the Register and review it again after the audit process has been completed in the summer.
141. Planning
There was one planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
25/00695/HEDGE – Pipehouse Lane – Wessex Water works. This concerned some possible sections of hedge being removed along the B.O.A.T. while main piping from the water tower was replaced and repaired.  Any sections of hedge removed would be replanted.  The Council agreed to support the application
142. Highways & Footpaths
(i) National Highways Main Roads. A36.  The Highways Agency had re-opened one lane of the A36 on Limpley Stoke Hill on the 1st March at 6am. The Council commented that it would be good if the road works traffic lights were better co-ordinated with the A36 lights at the Brassknocker hill crossroads. The Clerk had asked the Highways Agency project officer if they could repair the bollards/road signs at the Cock Lane – A36 cross roads damaged by turning HGVs. The Project Officer had promised that he would ask their maintenance team to include this is in their work programme. 
(ii) Other B&NES Roads within the parish.   

Tucking Mill Lane – The lane had been reopened with bollards installed where the road edge drops away.

Zebra Crossings. Councillors noted that a zebra crossing, adjacent to a road junction, had recently been completed on Bloomfield Road in Bath. When HCPC had put the idea of a zebra crossing to the B&NES Highways Engineer near the Stag Crossroads they had been told that it was not possible to do this near a road junction. HCPC would continue to ask about this question – particularly following the recent nearly serious incident of a child being hit by a van.

Green Lane – The Council had noted the increase in parking in the lane. This did have the effect of slowing traffic. However, it would be preferable if vehicles weren’t parked opposite pot holes or poor road edges.
The Glebe. B&NES Highways team had concluded that there was not enough room for a traffic island by the Glebe, however there was a budgeted amount that would be used, after March, to improve the Glebe Bus Stop, extend the 20mph zone to include the bus stop, and painted bus gate type markings. This work might be able to link with the short section of footpath between The Glebe and Tytherley Lane. Charlie Samler was hoping to be able to cut back the encroaching trees on the Footway opposite The Glebe.
(iii) Byways and Footpaths. The steps on the footpath from the A36 to Rosemary Lane had recently been cleared by volunteers from the Cotswold Footpath team.
143. Environment
The Council had now disposed of the old rotten waste bins from the High Street.
144. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
David Turvey had recently repaired one of the benches.  At some point the ‘rocker’ on the old bike obstacle course would be removed.

The Council noted that B&NES had reinstated the bins as requested by the Chairman of the MG Trust.

145. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Chairman of the Hall Trust now had copies of the Land Deeds from the Somerset Archives centre in Taunton.  Chris Grimes had kindly volunteered to write a business case for the Hall’s regeneration at some point.  
(ii) Street Light Replacements. These had been continuing and the about one third of HCPC’s inventory is now on low wattage LED lights with timers.  The Clerk would continue working with SSE to re-establish a contract for electricity supplies.
(iii) Proposal from Freshford PC for a joint noticeboard in Pipehouse.  Freshford Parish Council had contacted HCPC with a suggestion of a contribution toward a joint notice board in the Pipehouse hamlet.  The Council agreed that this would be a very good idea and the Clerk confirmed that a contribution could come from the Community Infrastructure fund.  The Council agreed on a 25% contribution toward any final cost – in order to reflect the fact that the majority of Pipehouse residents are in Freshford’s council area.
(iv) Phone Box.  Work had started on the repainting of the exterior. 

146. Police Report
There had been some reports on the Police neighbourhood scheme of a series of break-ins along the Midford Lane.  
147. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Councillors were reminded that there would be an opportunity for residents to meet with our District Councillor and our MP on Saturday 8th March at 1.30pm at The Stag (meeting subsequently moved to the Memorial Hall).
148. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Councillors had received an email from a resident of Pipehouse. It was agreed that the Clerk should respond. 
149. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 2nd April 2025 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 28th March.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.10pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 2nd April 2025, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
Meeting of The Parish Council

Wednesday 5th Mar 2025
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