HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 5th February 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges -  Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, H.Pilkington, F.Robertson


Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Dist. Cllr. Fiona Gourley



Apologies:
Cllrs Whiteley, Parkin.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. 
123. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs.Whiteley, Parkin.
124. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
125. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 8th Jan 2025
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Jones that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 8th Jan 2025 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
126.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st February 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  
The following payments were made in January
101368

G Parkes – Jan




  399.11

101369

D Turvey – Jan



  308.71

101370

HMRC PAYE – Jan



    77.20

101371

Enerveo Ltd. New LED lights

1456.45

101372

Broxap Ltd. New High Street bins

1377.60

The following payments would be made in February
101373

G Parkes – Feb



  399.11

101374

D Turvey – Feb



  308.71

101375

HMRC PAYE – Feb



    77.20

101379

Enerveo Ltd. 3 New LED lights

1763.28

101380

W.Sturges – Materials for Bin installation
  125.00

The Clerk reported that spending was largely on target and that only the question of the SSE account for electricity needed to be resolved.  The SSE Business Unit had been in touch and explained that SSE had spent the year redesigning/reorganising their internal invoice systems and would be in touch once these were working properly.

The ‘ring fenced’ Community Infrastructure Levy funds had been about 50% used on LED Light replacements, the new bins, and renovating the cast iron Trowbridge road sign. The Clerk reminded the Memorial Hall committee that they could draw on £500 or more if required for legal searches on hall ownership. It was suggested that Councillors consider how the remaining £1500 could be allocated on infrastructure projects.

The Clerk also pointed out that the Council had allocated some £1000 of its own funds for LED light replacements and suggested that HCPC replace a further three lights. The Council agreed that reducing the overall energy requirements for lighting should continue. 

Cllr. Robertson and seconded by Cllr. Sturges proposed that this statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st February, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

127. Planning
There were no planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
The Council noted that B&NES were revising their Local Plan to accommodate more affordable housing in their targets. 
128. Highways & Footpaths
(i) Main Roads. A36.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley reported that the Highways Agency planned to open one lane of the A36 on Limpley Stoke Hill on 1st March at 6am. The one lane would be controlled by traffic lights – hopefully this will start to reduce the traffic congestion local villages had been experiencing.  
(ii) Other Roads.   

Tucking Mill Lane – This had been temporarily closed to vehicles until 1st March because of bad driver behaviour.

Hogwood Bend – B3110. The new chevron signs on the bend are plastic and are designed to break off in a collision. They are much easier and quicker to repair than the previous signs. 


Green Lane – The Council had noted the increase in parking in the lane. This did have the effect of slowing traffic. However, it would be preferable if vehicles weren’t parked opposite pot holes or poor road edges.
B3110 Flooding – The road outside Norton Barn had been flooding and B&NES Highways team had been seen there clearing trains and monitoring road traffic.

Wellow Lane – The flooding below Tuggy’s Barn had been as bad as ever, with a pond filling the entire road.  Cllr Sturges reported that when this overflows the water crosses the field and then floods his garden. The Chairman would write to Dysons Farming to see if the drainage could be returned to what it was before the concrete track was installed.  
Stag Crossroads area.  There had recently been an incident when a school child had been hit by a van and the police called. As a temporary measure the Chairman had bought some high-visibility jackets that he’d been handing out to children crossing the B3110 at school-bus times. The idea of road markings or a formal crossing outside The Stag and/or the end of Branch Road was discussed. The Chairman would put this idea to the B&NES Highways Engineer at his next meeting.
The Glebe. B&NES Highways team had concluded that there was not enough room for a traffic island by the Glebe, however there was a budgeted amount that would be used, after March, to improve the Glebe Bus Stop, extend the 20mph zone to include the bus stop, and painted bus gate type markings. This work might be able to link with the short section of footpath between The Glebe and Tytherley Lane.

(iii) Byways and Footpaths. The link between The Glebe and Tytherley Lane had been cleared of vegetation.  The owner of the field north of The Brambles had agreed that the trees encroaching on the footway opposite The Glebe were his responsibility.
129. Environment
The Council had heard from Bath & West Community Energy (BWCE) that the in-depth briefing sessions with local communities would start soon. These should be more effective in imparting information and giving everyone a chance to learn about the scheme. The date for the Hinton Charterhouse Memorial Hall session was Monday 10th Feb between 4pm and 8pm. Members of the Council would attend at different times during the session.  The Clerk agreed to open up and close the Hall at 3pm and 9pm.
130. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Council noted that B&NES had reinstated the bins as requested by the Chairman of the MG Trust.

131. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Council agreed that the Chairman of the Hall Trust should contact the Somerset Archives centre in Taunton and acquire a copy of the Land Deeds for the Memorial Hall.  
(ii) Street Light Replacements. There had been compliments on the effectiveness of the new lights so far installed. Almost 50% of lights were now of the LED type.
(iii) The two new litter bins for the High Street had been installed and were working well.
132. Police Report
Dist.Cllr. Gourley reported that there had been an increase in ‘industrial scale’ fly-tipping in the area.  B&NES and the Police have good information about who is responsible but as ever the requirement is gaining evidence for prosecution. The Council was asked to be alert to suspicious activity and note any vehicles that look like they may be used for fly-tipping.  
133. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Dist.Cllr. Gourley had arranged a session on Saturday 8th March for our local MP - Anna Sabine -  to visit the village and talk to residents about traffic issues. The meeting would start at the Memorial Hall and then may use the Stag PH for coffee.
134. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) The Council had received a Freedom of Information request about Councillors financial interests in Bath & West Community Energy.  The Clerk had confirmed with each Councillor that they did not have any financial interests in BWCE and responded accordingly. Whilst it is not a formal requirement the Clerk had voluntarily disclosed in the Council meeting of December 2022 that he had had an interest in BWCE since 2019 – but as the Clerk is not a voting member of the Council this is not a conflict of interest.
135. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 5th March 2025 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 28th February.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.32pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th March, 2025, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
Meeting of The Parish Council

Wednesday 5th Feb 2025
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