HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 4th September 2024
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges - Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, M.Parkin
Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley

Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)
One member of the public



Apologies:
Cllrs: Whiteley, Robertson, Pilkington.
57. Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman thanked Councillors for attending.   
58. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs: Whiteley, Robertson, Pilkington.
59. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
60. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 3rd July 2024
The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 3rd July 2024.
It was proposed by Cllr. Pilkington and seconded by Cllr. Jones that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 3rd July 2024 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
61.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Reports for 1st August and 1st September 2024, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments. The Clerk reported that there were no significant financial points to raise and that spending remained in line with the Budget (a spreadsheet had been circulated to Councillors with details of spending to date against the budget). He pointed out that with the CIL payment in the previous year, and the lack of invoicing for street light electricity from SSE, that the Council was in a healthy financial position and should press ahead with some expenditure on Village infrastructure.
The following payments were made in July
101333

G Parkes – Jul




399.11

101334

D Turvey – Jul



308.71

101335

HMRC PAYE – Jul



  77.20

101336

Helping Hand Ltd – Litter Picker

  35.99

101337

Enerveo Ltd. Quarterly Maintenance             336.92

The following payments were made in August

101338

G Parkes – Aug



399.11

101339

D Turvey – Aug



308.71

101340

HMRC PAYE – Aug



  77.20

101341

Cllr.H Jones – Plants for High St

  32.50

101342

D.Turvey – Parish Steward’s tools
              58.37

101343

ROSPA Play Safety Inspection Reports
187.20

101344

Printerland Cartridges



141.43

The following payments had or would be made in September
101345

G Parkes – Sep



399.11

101346

D Turvey – Sep



308.71

101347

HMRC PAYE – Sep



  77.20

Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Parkin proposed that these Statements be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Reports for 1st August and 1st September, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

The Clerk requested that the Council pass a resolution to make Grant Payments to Village Organisations in October, once the second part of the Precept was received. Councillors discussed the grants and agreed that; The Memorial Hall required an increased grant to assist in applications for funding and the renovation project; The Millennium Green and Play Area for safety maintenance with equipment, tree work etc; St John’s Church for grounds maintenance.
The following grants would be made: 

Hinton Charterhouse Memorial Hall - £1000

Hinton Charterhouse Millennium Green - £1000

Hinton Charterhouse – St John’s Church - £350

Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Jones proposed that these Grants be made to Village Organisations.  All agreed.

Resolved
That the Council make grants to Village Organisations in October 2024
62. Planning
There were no planning applications active
(i)
General Matters.  a) The Council noted that the new Government had circulated its plans to overhaul the National Planning Framework.  B&NES would need to revise and update its Local Plan to take more housing. Almost certainly in the future there would be speculative development schemes for housing put forward.  b) The Chairman reported that he had received information on the appeal process at South Stoke. He had received this in an individual capacity as he had objected to the further development of Sulis Down. The Parish Council had not commented. The Clerk pointed out that the Council can comment, but any financial support to South Stoke PC would be outside its legal remit. 
For discussion
(ii)
No specific Planning Applications.
Resolved
None at this meeting.

63. Highways & Footpaths
(i) Main Roads. A36.  Since the last meeting National Highways had announced (with two and half weeks notice)  a 7 month closure of the trunk road on Limpley Stoke hill.  This is the latest attempt to stabilise the road from sliding down the hill.  Inevitably there has been a heavy overflow of north-south and local traffic using other roads to get into and out of Bath.  The B3110 had been taking a lot of traffic through the Village with long queues; while the Freshford – Crowe Lane – Limpley Stoke route seemed to have had more problems – especially outside The Hop Pole PH.
(ii) Other Roads. Dist.Cllr Gourley explained that several meetings had been held with all the relevant parties. National Highways, B&NES, First Bus, Parish Councils, travel groups etc.  These had been constructive in recognising the inevitable constraints that each organisation has to operate within as resources and funding are not limitless. The grouping had looked at each suggestion put forward to it, but often these overlooked the knock-on effects and unintended consequences that could just make the situation worse. There had been requests for additional signage from National Highways and most of this had been put up.  The agreement was to see how September develops and in October/November review the situation; as well as hold a ‘drop-in’ session for local residents in October (probably at Freshford Village Hall).  Unfortunately in early November the ‘B’ road up Winsley Hill is going to need to be closed as large vehicles had been hitting and damaging the railway bridge. It might take three weeks of repairs. National Highways were going to fix a temporary opening of Limpley Stoke hill during that time.
(iii) The Chairman reported that he had talked to the people working at Stroud Farm and asked that heavy lorries access their site from the A36 using Iford Lane, and not use Green Lane.

(iv) Tytherly Lane and Stag Cross Roads.  The Chairman and Cllr. Jones had put the problems with overhanging vegetation, and the broken leaking drains, into the B&NES Fix-My-Street website.  B&NES have admitted that the leakages come from the drains which had been damaged by BT while doing their own work. It would always be a temporary patch up task as B&NES had been unable to get BT to pay for the very costly replacement drains required. 

(v) Footpaths.  Cllr Parkin asked about the growth starting to restrict the footpath just behind Hinton Villas.  Dyson Farming had agreed to clear the path again, but Cllr Parkin asked if the Council could take over management of the path and the triangular area of cut-off land.  The Chairman agreed to go and look at the path and the Council would talk to the farm manager – but it is the landowner’s responsibility to keep public rights of way open.
(iv)
Speeding. There had been a police motorbike speed check set up outside The Stag on some days in the week.
64. Environment
The Chairman reported that residents at The Green were continuing to monitor helicopter noise and the number of movements per year.
65. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Trust would be holding a committee meeting on Wednesday 25th September at the Memorial Hall.  There had been some minor vandalism again at the Play Area again. David Turvey had fixed it.  The Clerk reported that he, and the Treasurer, were still having problems with HMRC about the Trust’s zero tax return. Two appeals had been lodged with HMRC who had not yet acknowledged that all relevant information had been supplied to them twice already.
66. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  There would be another meeting to see how to make progress with the Hall.  There would be some night storage heaters to keep the main hall dryer.
(ii) New Bins.  The Steward was on holiday and on his return a selection of bins for the High Street would be made.
(iii) Phone Box.  The paint was available.
(iv) Finger Post at The Triangle.  Cllr Jones was thanked for refurbishing the Finger Post outside The Rose & Crown, which now looked much better.  Cllr Jones would submit his paint costs to the Clerk

67. Police Report
The PCSOs had forwarded the one crime statistic for the previous three months, along with a table showing the staff at the Radstock Police Station.  The Council wished to thank the PCSOs for their recent work and for attending the Annual Meeting – it had been appreciated.
68. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Open forum There was nothing reported.
69. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
70. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 2nd October 2024 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 27th September.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.35pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 2nd October, 2024, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
Meeting of The Parish Council

Wednesday 3rd Sept 2024
Page 5

