HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 4th December 2024
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
F Robertson – Vice Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, G.Whiteley


Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Apologies:
Cllrs Pilkington, Parkin. Dist.Cllr F.Gourley.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman of the meeting thanked Councillors for attending, and Cllr Whiteley for the amazing mince pies. 
97. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs Pilkington, Parkin. Dist.Cllr. F Gourley
98. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
99. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 6th Nov 2024
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Jones that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 6th Nov 2024 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
100.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st December 2024, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments. The Clerk reported that the Council had been reminded by B&NES that it would need to report on how the CIL funds had been spent on village infrastructure during the year.  There was some discussion on how to finally allocate this money to best effect.  
The following payments were made in November
101356

Information Commissioner


    40.00

101357

G Parkes – Nov



  399.11

101358

D Turvey – Nov



  308.71

101359

HMRC PAYE – Nov



    77.20

101360

Petty Cash replenishment


    50.00

The following payments would be made in December

101361

H.C.Memorial Hall Hire


  170.00

101362

G Parkes – Dec



  399.11

101363

D Turvey – Dec



  308.71

101364

HMRC PAYE – Dec



    77.20

101365

Enerveo Ltd. Light Maintenance

  336.92

101366

Broxap Ltd. New bins



1377.60

101367

Community Heartbeat Trust – Pads

  146.34

Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley proposed that this statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st December, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

The Clerk had circulated the draft Budget for the 2025-2026 Financial Year ready for the decision on the Precept at the January 2025 meeting. Cllrs discussed the draft figures and decided that the Clerk and Steward should receive a 5% increase in April 2025 – this would increase the overall Precept by about 2%.  The Clerk would recalculate the exact figures for the January meeting.
Spending of CIL funds. Allocations had been made for improvements to Village,  infrastructure (street lights, bins etc), but the Clerk would calculate if more could be spent to assist the Memorial Hall Committee in its plans to renovate the building.
101. Planning
There was one planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
23/04390/FUL – Parcel 1200 High Street – Creation of new vehicle access (the field between Tuggy’s Lane and the Horse Pond). The Council had noted the unanimous set of objections posted on the planning website by village residents and voted to Object based on the same reasons; and to reflect this overwhelming community viewpoint about the field.  
Resolved
That the Council Object to the planning application.

102. Highways & Footpaths
(i) Main Roads. A36.  The Council noted that the A36 had closed again from about 10th November, and presumably until the work is completed in the Spring.  The Clerk reported that it is possible from the Kennet & Avon tow path to see the scale of the reshaping of the hillside and the civil engineering works. 
(ii) Other Roads. B3110 The Council noted the continuing weight of traffic on this road, in particular when recent storm flooding made Bradford on Avon impassable. 
(iii) Byways and Footpaths. There was nothing to report. 

103. Environment
The Council had heard from Bath & West Community Energy (BWCE) that the Local Energy Feasibility Study was reaching a stage where BWCE wished to carry out more in depth briefing sessions with local communities. They would propose a series of dates at Village Halls in Hinton Charterhouse, Freshford and Limpley Stoke.
104. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Clerk reported that he had been in touch with the Charity Commissioners and was now able to make the Annual Report on the Charities activities.
105. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Chairman of the Hall said that.  
(ii) Street Light Replacements. Over the Christmas period a further three street lights would be converted to LED lighting on timers.
(iii) The two new litter bins for the High Street had been ordered and should be delivered on the 20th December.
106. Police Report
There was nothing to report.  
107. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

The Council noted that there is now a company that will set up GOV.UK websites and email addresses.  This might be a route to take to update the Council’s services, although it would cost more than the existing service.
108. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
109. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 8th January 2025 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 3rd January.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.15pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 8th January, 2025, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
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