HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 2nd October 2024
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges - Chairman


Cllrs:
H.Jones, M.Parkin, F Robertson, G.Whiteley


H.Pilkington

Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley

Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)
Six members of the public



Apologies:
None.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman thanked Councillors for attending.   
71. Apologies for Absence  

None.
72. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
73. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 4th Sept 2024
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Parkin that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 4th Sept 2024 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
74.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st October 2024, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments. The Clerk reported that there were no significant financial points to raise and that spending remained in line with the Budget.  At the September meeting the Council had authorised the  payment of grants to Village organisations and these would go ahead in October.
The following payments were made in September
101345

G Parkes – Sep



399.11

101346

D Turvey – Sep



308.71

101347

HMRC PAYE – Sep



  77.20

The following payments would be made in October

101348

H.C. Millennium Green Trust


1000.00

101349

H.C. Memorial Hall Trust


1000.00

101350

H.C. Church Committee


  350.00

101351

G Parkes – Oct



  399.11

101352

D Turvey – Oct



  308.71

101353

HMRC PAYE – Oct



    77.20

101354

Cllr H Jones Paint & Notice Board

  121.15

101355

Enerveo Ltd. Q.Maintenance


  336.92

101356

Information Commissioner – Fee

    40.00

Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Jones proposed that these Statements be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st October, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

75. Planning
There was one planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
24/03548/HEDGE – Hinton Hill – 2m section to be removed by Wessex Water while upgrading water pipes.  The Council agreed to ask that the hedge is re-instated as far as possible after completion.
Resolved
None at this meeting.

76. Highways & Footpaths
(i) Main Roads. A36.  The Council noted that the A36 would temporarily be re-opened for three weeks while the Winsley Hill ‘B’ Road is closed for repairs to the railway bridge by the river.
(ii) Other Roads. B3110 traffic and overflows from the closed A36.  Dist.Cllr Gourley explained that several meetings had been held with all the relevant parties. National Highways, B&NES, First Bus, Parish Councils, travel groups etc. Bus operators were finding it difficult to meet their timetable requirements and profitability of routes was being further diminished.
(iii) New bus stop road design at The Glebe.  Draft plans had been circulated that were intended to make the bus stop easier and safer to use and to slow traffic on the B3110.  Residents expressed several serious concerns about the exact layout and the continual problem of speeding traffic – particularly for school children.  The Chairman said that he was holding a meeting with the B&NES Highways Engineer – Stefan Chiffers – on the 22nd October to discuss re-positioning the markings and stopping places.

(iv) Residents also expressed strong concerns about traffic exceeding speed limits on the B3110 outside the village boundaries.  Vehicles were regularly filmed on CCTV over-taking on double white lines and driving recklessly. One resident explained that they were meeting with the local MP to talk further about road safety.

(v) Footpaths.  The footway opposite The Glebe was becoming blocked with tree and shrub growth from the hedge and bank. Cllrs agreed they would take some clearing action.
(iv)
Speeding. There had been a police motorbike speed check set up outside The Stag on some days in the week.
77. Environment
The Clerk reported that local counties had received something like 300% of the September ‘average’ rainfall. This places an unnatural strain on drains, road surfaces, and other infrastructure.
78. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Trust would be holding a committee meeting on Wednesday 9th October at the Memorial Hall.  There had been some minor vandalism again at the Play Area again. David Turvey had fixed it.  The Clerk reported that he, and the Treasurer, had resolved the problems with HMRC about the Trust’s zero tax return, and had achieved a successful appeal. The Clerk and Treasurer were very grateful for the assistance that Eye-Tech’s tax accountants in Midsomer Norton had given.
79. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Chairman of the Hall stated that the Hall needs help!.  There are only two bookings a week – which aren’t enough to sustain it or keep it warmed up and dryer.  There had been offers of help and an outline design made – what was needed now was some bidding for grant help. There was still a need to establish the ownership of the hall and the Trust details.
(ii) New Bins.  The Steward had chosen some bin designs and would check to see what the Millennium Green may also require.
(iii) The Fingerpost at The Triangle.  Cllr H Jones now had some paint and materials for this.
(iv) Notice Board. Cllr H Jones was thanked by the Clerk for his refurbishing of the windows on the board. It makes a real difference to the visibility of documents.
80. Police Report
The message as always was for residents to be alert to fraud scams; and to secure outbuildings.
81. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Discussions continued for some time on the effects of the A36 closure and traffic on the B3110; as well as the disruption to school and bus traffic.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley said that a public open session would be arranged at Freshford Village Hall.

Cllr.Robertson pointed out that there are three vacancies on the Parish Council.
The Clerk reported that he would be setting up a new computer with Windows 11 and a New Outlook e-mail account in the next few weeks and hoped that this would be trouble free.

82. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
83. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday the 6th November 2024 at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 1st November.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.35pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 6th November, 2024, at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
Meeting of The Parish Council
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