HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 2nd April 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse;
commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W.Sturges -  Chairman


Cllrs:
F.Robertson, G.Whiteley


Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley



Apologies:
Cllrs Pilkington, Jones.
Chairman’s  Introduction 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced that Cllr Parkin had decided to resign. Everyone thanked Machaela Parkin for her support over the years and wished her well. The Chairman pointed out that all should try to recruit new Councillors to the vacant positions.
136. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs. Pilkington, Jones.
137. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
138. Minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council 5th March 2025
The Council considered the minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting.
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Sturges that the minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of Meeting of The Parish Council held on 5th March 2025 be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
139.  Financial Reports.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st April 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  
The following payments were made in March
101376

G Parkes – Mar



  399.11

101377

D Turvey – Mar



  308.91

101378

HMRC PAYE – Mar



    77.00

101381

MH Decorating – Phone Box Painting
  150.00

The following payments would be made in April
101382

G Parkes – Apr



  419.06

101383

D Turvey – Apr



  324.21

101384

HMRC PAYE – Apr



    81.00

101385

Bath Recreation (Trading) Ltd Tree Surgery
  396.00

101386

Enerveo Quarterly Lights Maintenance
  336.92

101387

ALCA & NALC Subscription

  151.18

The Clerk reported that the SSE Business Unit had been in touch and explained that they were re-organising contracts. The Council would have new rates for electricity in April.
The Clerk pointed out that the Council had allocated some £1000 of its own funds for LED light replacements and suggested that HCPC use another part of the Community Infrastructure Levy plus the lower electricity costs to acquire more LED replacement lights. The Council agreed that reducing the overall energy requirements for lighting should continue. 


The Clerk had circulated the draft end of year accounts for FY 2024/2025. These could be completed early the next week when the Bank Statement could be reconciled with them.  The Clerk pointed out that no figures will actually change it is just external proof that they tally.  The Council was back to a healthy position with reserves and B&NES had confirmed that the first half of the Precept would be with the Council on 1st April. The Clerk had submitted the VAT reclaim from HMRC for the FY 2024/2025
Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley proposed that these statements be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st April, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.


(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

140. Council Internal Audit Programme
The Clerk had received the list of documentation requirements from Chris Hall of Auditing Solutions Ltd. He had already started collating evidence for the Internal Audit. The Clerk had also received the Annual Governance & Accountability Return documents from the Government appointed External Auditor. The external audit would commence after the 7th May meeting.
141. Planning
There were no planning applications in the consultation phase.
For discussion
(i)
None 
142. Highways & Footpaths
(i) National Highways Main Roads. A36.  Traffic now appeared to be almost back to normal levels on the A36 and there was a reduction in traffic pressure on the minor roads in the Parish. Dist.Cllr. Gourley said there may be some funds from National Highways that could be applied for to benefit the village following the A36 closure. The Chairman said he and Cllr Jones would look at applying for those promptly. Dist.Cllr, Gourley also asked the Clerk for a copy of the request to National Highways for repair of bollards and road signs at the Cock Lane – Friary Wood Lane junction with the A36.
(ii) Other B&NES Roads within the parish.   


Green Lane – The Council had noted the increase in parking in the lane. This did have the effect of slowing traffic. However, it would be preferable if vehicles weren’t parked opposite pot holes or poor road edges. A repair crew from B&NES had been patching up pot holes but hadn’t been able to reach all parts of the road.
The Glebe. B&NES Highways team had concluded that there was not enough room for a traffic island by the Glebe, however they had submitted a set of plans for improvements to the Glebe Bus Stop, and footways, to be carried out in April. The plans hadn’t included the extension of the 20mph zone to include the bus stop. HCPC were disappointed that the plans had been ‘watered down’ but would accept the current design and continue to press for further additions over time.

B3110 Some volunteers had suggested an organised litter pick along the B3110 from Midford to the village. 
(iii) Byways and Footpaths.  Volunteers had been at work clearing the steps on the footpath from the A36 to Rosemary Lane.
143. Environment
The Council noted that there had been only 25% of the typical rainfall for March. The Village Pond was now quite low.
144. Millennium Green Trust & Play Area Committee
The Millenium Green Trust would be holding its AGM on the 16th April at the Memorial Hall.  The Village Fete was now planned for Saturday 5th July
145. Village Facilities

(i) Memorial Hall.  The Chairman of the Hall Trust said that volunteers were continuing with plans for the overhaul of the Hall.  
(ii) Street Light Replacements. The Clerk would start on replacing the next batch of older lights with LEDs
(iii) Phone Box.  The repainting was now complete and the phone box was now looking very good. MH Decorating was thanked for his work.
146. Police Report
There had been some reports on the Police neighbourhood scheme of a series of break-ins along the Midford Lane.  
147. Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Dist.Cllr. Gourley hoped that residents had found the meeting with the local MP had been useful.
148. Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) West of England Combined Authority elections would be held on Thursday 1st May.
149. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next council meeting would be the AGM of the Council on Wednesday the 7th May 2025 which would be held after the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm.  Specific Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk by Friday 2nd May.  Summons to the meeting, and agendas, would be issued three working days before the meeting.
The Meeting Finished at 8.10pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 7th May 2025, following the Annual Parish Meeting in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
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