HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 12th June 2024
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse,

commencing at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr. 
W Sturges  


Cllrs:
Whiteley, Pilkington
Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley
 
Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)


Apologies:
Cllrs. Jones, Robertson, Parkin
25. Introduction  

Cllr Sturges welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
The Clerk pointed out that the most important item of the meeting was the completion of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) and its submission to the Government’s appointed External Auditors before the deadline of 30th June.
26. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs. Jones, Robertson, Parkin.  
27. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman and Clerk signed the declaration form from the Government appointed External Auditors (BDO LLP) confirming that they had no interests in BDO LLP, and no conflicts in completing the AGAR process (see below). 

28. Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of 1st May for signing
The Council considered the minutes of the Annual Meeting of The Parish Council held on 1st May 2024.

It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Pilkington that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of The Parish Council 1st May 2024 be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of The Parish Council held on 1st May 2024  be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)

29. Adoption of Internal Auditors Report from Auditing Solutions Ltd
The Clerk had circulated the Internal Audit report from Chris Hall of ASL on the 18th May. There were no recommendations from the report and ASL had completed the Internal Audit section of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR2) without comments.  The Clerk asked the Council to formally accept the report – a copy of which would be placed on the Council website.
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Pilkington that the Internal Audit report from ALS be adopted as a correct assessment of the 2023/24 council year. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the Internal Audit report from ASL for 2023/24 be adopted as a correct record.

30. Certification of Exemption
The Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR2) process allows Councils that have either an income or expenditure of less that £25,000 in the previous year to self certify  that they are exempt from a Limited Assurance Review, providing they comply with the publication requirements. The Clerk confirmed that all necessary financial and audit documents would be on the noticeboards and website.  The Clerk confirmed that Income in 2023/24 had been £24,578 (£4,763 of which was the CIL payment for Stroud Farm, which had taken the Council close to the threshold to the next level of audit),  and Expenditure £17,768. 
It was proposed by Cllr. Pilkington and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley that the Council define itself as exempt from Limited Assurance Review.  The Chairman and Clerk signed the appropriate section of the AGAR2 form 
31. Annual Governance & Accountability Return – Section 1 Governance Statements
The Council considered each of the governance questions on the AGAR Form, and in the light of the Internal Auditor’s report and the Clerk’s recommendation, it was agreed that the Council could complete Section 1.
It was proposed by Cllr. Pilkington and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley that the Council complete Section 1 of the AGAR.  All present agreed. The Chairman and Clerk signed the appropriate sections of the form.
32. Annual Governance & Accountability Return – Section 2 Accounting Statements
The Clerk had circulated Section 2 of the AGAR form with all financial figures checked by the Internal Auditor.  He recommended that the Council complete Section 2
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Pilkington that the Council complete Section 2 of the AGAR. All present agreed.  The Chairman and Clerk signed the appropriate sections of the form.
The Clerk would submit the completed AGAR forms to BDO LLP on the 13th June and would publish copies of the required documents  on the notice boards and website.  The Councils accounts would be open to public inspection from 14th June until 25th  July.
33. Financial Reports – 1st June 2024.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st June 2024, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council’s insurance policy for the 2024/25 year was now in place with ‘Clear Insurance’, the rebranded ‘BHIB Insurance’.
The following payments were made in May:
101325

G Parkes – May



399.11

101326

D Turvey – May



308.71

101327

HMRC PAYE – May



  77.20
101328

Clear Insurance Ltd


         1,493.04


The following payments would be made in June:

101329

Auditing Solutions Ltd


252.00

101330

G Parkes – Jun



399.11

101331

D Turvey – Jun



308.71

101332

HMRC PAYE – Jun



  77.20

Cllr. Sturges and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley that this Statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st June 2024, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.



(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

34.
Planning
There were no planning applications currently active.
The Chairman reported he had received a question from a resident at The Green about the number of times that helicopters are authorised to use the helipad at Hinton House. The number of flights recently seemed to have increased.  A number of residents had noticed this.
35.
Highways and Footpaths.
(i) A36 Trunk Road.  There was nothing to report.

(ii) Other Roads. B3110 – Dist.Cllr F Gourley confirmed that before any changes are made near the Glebe bus stop that B&NES will produce drawings and designs for the Council to consider

The Chairman said he had used ‘Fix My Street’ to report water flowing down Tytherley Lane – this appeared to be a Wessex Water problem.
(iii) Footpaths. David Turvey had reported that trees were beginning to encroach on the footway alongside the B3110 opposite The Glebe. 
36.
Environment
There was nothing to report.
37.
Millennium Green Trust Committee & Play Area
The Chairman reported that the Chairman of the Trust had held a village meeting the previous week.  It appeared that the recent damage to the Play Area had been accidental.
The RoSPA safety inspection of the play equipment was scheduled to be held in June.

38. 
Village Facilities

(i)
Memorial Hall.
(ii)
Local Energy Scheme.  The Council had agreed to facilitate a village briefing by BWCE on the 20th June.  It was agreed to publicise this widely within the parish so that as many residents as possible were aware of it.  As well as the noticeboards a leaflet would go to the approximately 200 households in the Parish (although not all were easy to deliver to).
39. 
Police & Crime

There were no reports beyond the usual Community email alerts. 

40. 
Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

The Chairman noted that the streets looked clean and wished to thank David Turvey for his work. 

41. 
Correspondence    
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
42. 
Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 at 7.30pm.    Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk three working days before the meeting.

The Meeting Finished at 8.32pm
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