HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 11th June 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse,

commencing at 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr. 
W Sturges.


Cllrs:
Whiteley, Jones, Pilkington
Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley
 
Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)
Laura Holvey (Cllr. after minute no.27)

Two members of the public.


Apologies:
Cllr. Robertson, 
25. Introduction

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
26. Apologies for Absence  

Cllr Robertson.  
27. Casual Vacancies
The Council currently had three casual vacancies and is able to co-opt new Councillors to fill these positions.  Laura Holvey had volunteered to become a Parish Councillor.  The Council does need parish residents to volunteer as Councillors – the duties and time involved are not onerous but can make a significant difference to the community.
It was proposed by Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Whiteley that Laura Holvey be co-opted as a Councillor. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That Laura Holvey be co-opted as a Councillor.
(The Clerk would inform Democratic Services at B&NES and circulate the necessary forms for completion).
28. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
29. Minutes of The Annual General Meeting of The Parish Council 7th May 2025
The Council considered the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of The Parish Council held on 7th May 2025.
It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Jones that the minutes of the meting be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of The Parish Council held on 7th May 2025  be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
30. Financial Reports – 1st June 2025.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1st June 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  The Clerk reported that the Council’s financial balance had now returned to a ‘healthy’ level and in accordance with Government guidance on reserves.
The following payments were made in May:
101388
G Parkes – May



  419.06

101389
D Turvey – May



  324.21

101390
HMRC PAYE – May



    81.00

101391
D Turvey – New Brooms


    50.99

101392
ASL Internal Audit fee


  264.00

101393
Clear Insurance Management Ltd

1,715.73


The following payments would be made in June:

101394
G Parkes – June



  419.06

101395
D Turvey – June



  324.21

101396
HMRC PAYE – June



    81.00

Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Pilkington proposed that this Statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Report for 1st June 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.



(The Chairman signed the Financial Statement)

31. External Audit
The Clerk reported the AGAR Certificate of Exemption had been returned to the Government appointed External Auditors BDO - LLP.  The External Auditor had acknowledged receipt.  The Council’s accounts were now open to public inspection until 14th July, when the audit process would be complete for the 2024-25 year.
32.
Planning
For discussion
There were  two planning applications for consideration, and two items of note.
i) 25/01257/FUL – Rock Cottage – Rosemary Lane – Retrospective permission for installation of fence.  No comments had been received from neighbours about the fence, and the Council decided that it had no comment to make.
ii) 25/02099/PACOU – The Willows – Pipehouse – Change of use for agricultural building to flexible commercial use.  The Council had only just received the notice of the consultation period.  As the former stables are close to existing residential properties the Council agreed it was unable to comment until, or if, any responses were made by neighbours.  The Council agreed to ask the Clerk to request an extension of the consultation period until 11th July (the next Council meeting) and to check with the Case Officer that neighbours had been informed.

iii) 23/04390/FUL – Field Parcel 1200 – New vehicular access.  The Council noted that this application had been refused permission by B&NES Planning Dept. This may be of significance in regard to any future proposals for the field; and the emerging Local Plan (see below).

iv) The Local Plan update.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley explained that the Local Plan for all development in B&NES is in an active phase.  The housing target that B&NES is required to accommodate has been doubled, which places significant pressure for new development sites.  Hinton Charterhouse village is itself classified as ‘non-sustainable’ due to its reliance on vehicle transport, lack of facilities, and the sole D2 bus service.  The community would usually be expected to only accommodate some 5% infill growth over the next five years.  However, neighbouring parishes such as Freshford and Wellow are expected to take more growth; both of these parishes are carrying out Housing Needs Surveys to give them an evidence base that probably the need is for smaller accommodation units rather than larger commercial housing schemes.  
HCPC noted that one of the very few areas that may be available to Freshford includes the settlement of Pipehouse (two thirds of which lies in Freshford Parish).  Dist.Cllr Gourley pointed out that the BathAvon Forum is being held by B&NES on Wed 25th June in Camerton and this would reveal more detail.  She encouraged HCPC to have a presence at the meeting.  Two Councillors and the Clerk agreed they would attend and should then be in a position to explain at the July meeting why HCPC needs to address this question – possibly with its own updated housing survey.
33.
Highways & Footpaths
(i) National Highways – A36 Trunk Road.  The indications were that overnight closures were expected towards the end of June and this may signal the end of the road works.  The question of safety at all three of the junctions between minor roads in the Parish and the A36 had been underlined by a further two serious collisions at the Branch Road junction, as well as a vehicle leaving the A36 and destroying two fuel pumps at the Farleigh Lane garage.   
The Council agreed that the situation required a combined response from National Highways and an explanation of why there is such an inconsistency in speed limits on this road.  (e.g. The A36 Standerwick junction, with much better visibility than Branch Rd junction, has a 40mph limit).     There have been fatalities in the past at:  i). Iford Lane.  ii). Cock Lane & Friary Lane.  iii). Branch Road; as well as frequent serious collisions.  
One resident had raised with the Clerk the question of legal corporate negligence on the part of the National Highways and its lack of action on the Branch Road junction; while the Police at the latest incident expressed their frustration at having to attend yet another serious collision.
(ii) Other Roads – B&NES.  B3110.  A resident in the village had received a threatening letter about the ad hoc notice asking people to respect speed limits and the safety of children and animals near The Glebe.  The Council recommended that the letter be reported to the PCSOs as a serious matter; and that it would support other residents who might like to erect notices on speeding.  

Dist.Cllr. Gourley recommended an active Community Speedwatch group is effective over the longer term.  The Glebe bus stop and road markings should be in place within the next few months.  The Council agreed that if these did not have an effect on ‘taming’ the traffic that it would go back to B&NES and ask for further measures more like the original road designs.
(iii) Footpaths.  Following concerns from a resident the Clerk had reported to B&NES on the state of the High Street footway opposite the Memorial Hall.  B&NES had replied that this work would be put on its routine schedule. The Council would continue to monitor the deteriorating and unsteady surface that concerns local residents.
34.

Environment 


The recent rain was very welcome.  The Clerk was booked to attend some of the B&NES Bathscape training courses on woodland and pond management.
35.
Millennium Green Trust Committee & Play Area
The Council noted the recent actions of vandals with the tables and benches, and thanked David Tuvey for arranging prompt repairs.  There was thought that the damage is done by a very small group of older boys who had been seen vaping and using electric motor bikes.   
36. 
Village Facilities

(i)
Memorial Hall.  The future of the Hall is an on-going serious concern.
(ii)
The Council would continue with the gradual upgrade to LED street lights.
(iii)
The Chairman said that a working party would be needed to make some roof repairs on the Church.
(iv)
Information Board on the Millennium Green. Dist.Cllr. Gourley said she was happy to fund this  from her community fund and asked for the MG Trust to make a proposal.

37. 
Police & Crime

The Community Speedwatch in Midford was being effective at getting letters issued by the Police to motorists. 

38. 
Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

The Village Fete would be held on Saturday 5th July 2025. 
Cllr. Pilkington raised the problem of changed school catchment areas and Dist.Cllr. Gourley asked her to send an email on the subject, with the detailed concerns, that she could forward to the appropriate officers within B&NES.
39. 
Correspondence  
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
40. 
Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday 9th July 2025 at 7.30pm.  Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk three working days before the meeting.

The Meeting Finished at 8.40pm
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