HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET


HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 10th Sept 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse,

commencing at 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr. 
W Sturges.


Cllrs:
Holvey, Jones
Dist.Cllr. F.Gourley
 
Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)
Mr David Turvey (Parish Steward)

Two members of the public.


Apologies:
Cllrs. Whiteley, Robertson, Pilkington, 
57. Introduction

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting after the August break.

58. Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs Whiteley, Roberston, Pilkington.  
59. Casual Vacancies
The Council currently had three casual vacancies and is able to co-opt new Councillors to fill these positions.  Mr David Featherstone volunteered to become a new Councillor. Cllr Jones seconded by Cllr Sturges proposed that David Featherstone be co-opted Councillor. All agreed. The Chair welcomed Cllr Featherstone. The Clerk said he would inform B&NES and would forward the necessary forms to Cllr Featherstone.
60. Declarations of Interest
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the agenda.  There were no declarations.
61. Minutes of The Meeting of The Parish Council 9th July 2025
The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 9th July 2025.
It was proposed by Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Holvey that the minutes of the meting be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved:
That the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 9th July 2025  be signed and adopted as a correct record.


(The Chairman then signed the minutes)
62. Financial Reports – 1st August and 1st September 2025.  
The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Reports for 1st August and 1st September 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments.  The Clerk reported that the Council’s financial balance had now returned to a ‘healthy’ level and in accordance with Government guidance on reserves.
The following payments were made in July:
101397
G Parkes – July



  419.06

101398
D Turvey – July



  324.21

101399
HMRC PAYE – July



    81.00

101400
Enerveo Ltd. Street Light Maintenance
  301.96

The following payments were made in August:


101401
G Parkes – Aug



  419.06

101402
D Turvey – Aug



  324.01

101403
HMRC PAYE – Aug



    81.20

101404
PlaySafety Ltd (ROSPA) inspections

  192.00


The following payments would be made in Sept:

101405
G Parkes – Sept



  419.06

101406
D Turvey – Sept



  324.21

101407
HMRC PAYE – Sept



    81.00

Cllr. Jones and seconded by Cllr. Holvey proposed that this Statement be accepted.  All agreed.

Resolved
That Financial Reports for 1st August and 1st Sept 2025, complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.



(The Chairman signed the Financial Statements)
In response to a question from a member of the public the Clerk explained that the Council had very little choice but to procure replacement LED street lights from Enerveo Ltd (the contracting arm of SSE). The process involved not just the new light but the mountings, installation and connection, testing and certification to the SSE network.  The Clerk had found that the street light costs in neighbouring parishes were largely similar.

The Clerk asked the Council for a formal resolution confirming that three grants to village organisations be made in October upon receipt, by HCPC, of the second tranche of the Precept.  The amounts had been agreed during the Council’s formal budget and precept process in the preceding December and January meetings.  The Council consults with these organisations to confirm the requested amounts. The overall figure is limited by a formula linked to the overall number of residents in the Parish.  The 2025/2026 Grants are:  Millennium Green Trust - £1000, Memorial Hall Trust - £1000, HC Churchyard maintenance - £350.
Cllr Holvey supported by Cllr Jones proposed that the above grant amounts be paid in October. All agreed.
63.
Planning
For discussion
There was one planning application for consideration.
i) 25/02798/FUL – Dunkirk Mill – Changes to drainage of the Mill Pond.  This application had been brought about following an intense rainfall event in January 2024 that had flooded the Branch Road – A36 junction.  The highway drains had not worked and the overflow had gone down the valley to the Mill Pond, which in turn had overflowed and damaged the ground floor of Dunkirk Mill.  The Council agreed to Support this application. 
ii) The Local Plan update.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley explained that the Local Plan for all development in B&NES will be open for the Public to comment on from the 3rd Oct to 14th Nov, she encouraged the Council to publicise and promote this consultation and to try and reach the residents who don’t usually comment.  Hinton Charterhouse village itself is classified as ‘non-sustainable’ for development due to its reliance on vehicle transport, lack of facilities, and the sole D2 bus service.  The community would usually be expected to only accommodate some 5% infill growth over the next five years.  However, neighbouring parishes such as Freshford and Wellow are expected to take more growth; both of these parishes are carrying out Housing Needs Surveys to give them an evidence base that probably the need is for smaller accommodation units rather than larger commercial housing schemes.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley pointed out that the community’s position would be greatly strengthened if it had an updated Housing Needs Survey that gave evidence of what residents personally felt they needed in terms of the type of housing in the village.  The previous survey was now some 10 years old.
64.
Highways & Footpaths
(i) National Highways – A36 Trunk Road.  The Clerk pointed out that the A36 is managed by the National Highways Agency (not B&NES) and that if anyone had any maintenance issues that they would need to contact the Agency’s manager.

(ii) Other Roads – B&NES.   B3110.  Dist.Cllr. Gourley asked that now the renovated Glebe bus stop, new footway, and bus gate road markings were in place if it had had any effect on slowing the traffic.  Cllr. Jones said that while HCPC thanked B&NES for the excellent work they had done the chnages had sadly made no difference to the speed of traffic through the village.  The Clerk said he would include Traffic Speeds as a specific item on the October agenda so that HCPC could re-visit this problem.
Green Lane. Vans.  More complaints had been raised about the parking by tour mini-buses. It was noted that some residents had taken direct actions to make their feelings known.  However, there had also been comments made that the parking did slow the traffic on Green Lane.  The Chair confirmed that he was in touch with the Managing Director of the company concerned and that they were looking for alternatives.  The temporary parking arrangement made in the Memorial Hall car park had received a complaint.   The Clerk said he would look into the powers that HCPC had but suspected that as it is the King’s Highway everyone has a right to its free use and to park – providing there are no parking restrictions in place.  Certainly if there any parking changes this was in the control of the Highways Dept at B&NES and that local actions are not authorised. Doing anything unauthorised directly adjacent to the highway opens up questions of legal liability if anything goes wrong.
(iii) Footpaths/Footways.  The Parish Steward said he had been in touch with Hinton House about cutting back the overhanging vegetation along Green Lane. The Parish Steward reported on a number of other footway issues in the Parish.  The Council confirmed that the quickest way to get action is to enter a report on B&NES  ‘Fix My Street’, and that he should state that he is the Steward acting on behalf of the Council.  This also applied to damaged road signs.  Members of the public are also welcome to use ‘Fix My Street’.  The Clerk confirmed that both the Clerk and Steward have powers delegated to them from HCPC and don’t need to request permission for minor reports and repairs.
(iv) Buses. Dist Cllr. Gourley asked if the change in the First Bus D2 timetables had alleviated the capacity pressures during school times.  HCPC said they would need to ask Cllr. Pilkington who was more up to date on their use by local children.
65.

Environment 


The Clerk pointed out that they had just had the hottest and dryest spring/summer on record, which was now being followed by a September which already (by the 10th) had exceeded the average September rainfall.  This inevitably puts a strain on drainage and other infrastructure; including the Horse Pond.
66.
Millennium Green Trust Committee & Play Area
Mr David Turvey reported that there had been some minor vandalism on the Millennium Green but that perhaps there had been some over-reaction on Village social media.  Mike Hall had quickly made the repairs and may join the MG Committee – he also knows most of the rascals who had caused the damage.  The Play Area safety report had been received from RoSPA and the committee were following up with the minor recommendations.

67. 
Village Facilities

(i)
Bin Bag Storage.  The Council confirmed to the Parish Steward that he has authority to go ahead with the project for a bin bag storage facility by the Bus Shelter (subject to a cost of approx. £550).  The Parish Steward said that he was trying to contact the B&NES Waste Services Dept to confirm that they would be happy to retrieve sacks from a box with a liftable lid.
(ii)
Information Board on the Millennium Green.  Mr David Turvey (Chair of the MG Trust) said that their next meeting would be in late Sept early Oct and they would discuss this project and the potential funding from Dist.Cllr. Gourley’s Ward Fund.
(iii)
Street Lights.   The Clerk said he had already covered this topic under the Financial Reports and added that Enerveo were preparing the quote to replace lights: 5, 5C, 6A and 13. (Old Post Office, Hinton Villas x 2, Stag PH). The total would be just over £2000 which would be met from HCPC’s own rolling replacement plan, and a large part of the remaining CIL fund.
68. 
Police & Crime

There was nothing to report beyond the usual Neighbourhood Watch items. 

69. 
Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

The Chair reported that Liz Wordsworth was trying to get a work party together for a day of minor repair works on St John’s Church, and some grounds maintenance.
Cllr Jones reported that the Rose & Crown were running regular quiz nights on the last Thursday on the month – all were welcome.

Cllr. Featherstone asked if anyone had noticed the day-long power fluctuations in the previous week.  The Chair said this was while SSE were changing some cables; and it had caused some problems and equipment damage.

Viv Jackson wished to record her thanks to the Council for everything it does for the Parish.
70. 
Correspondence  
The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.  Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(i) Nothing significant received.
72. 
Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda

The next meeting would be on Wednesday 8th Oct 2025 at 7.30pm.  Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Clerk three working days before the meeting.

The Meeting Finished at 8.52pm
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 8th Oct Sept 2025 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse 
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