HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL — BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET
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HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Wednesday 10" December 2025
in the Memorial Hall, High Street, Hinton Charterhouse,
commencing at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllr.  W.Sturges.
Clirs: Robertson, Jones, Featherstone, Whiteley
Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk)

Apologies:  Clirs. Holvey, Pilkington. Ward Cllr. Gourley

Introduction
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Holvey, Ward.Cllr. Gourley

Casual Vacancies
The Council currently had two casual vacancies and is able to co-opt new Councillors to
fill these positions.

Declarations of Interest

Councillors were reminded of their duty to declare any interests in any items on the
agenda. Cllr Sturges declared that he is the Chairman of the Memorial Hall Trust (See
minute.no 112 (iv) below).

Minutes of The Meeting of The Parish Council 12" Nov 2025

The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 12
Nov 2025. It was proposed by Cllr. Whiteley and seconded by Cllr. Jones that the
minutes of the meting be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed.

Resolved: That the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 12" Nov
2025 be signed and adopted as a correct record.
(The Chairman then signed the minutes)

Financial Reports — 15 December.

The Clerk had circulated to the Council the Financial Report for 1 December 2025,
complete with the requests for retrospective and advance authority for payments. The
Clerk reported that the Council’s financial balance had now returned to a ‘healthy’ level
and in accordance with Government guidance on reserves.

The following payments were made in Nov:

101415 Information Commissioner Fee 52.00
101416 Enerveo Ltd. 4 x New Street Lights 2655.48
101417 G Parkes — Nov 419.06
101418 D Turvey — Nov 324.21
101419 HMRC PAYE — Nov 81.00
101420 H.C. Memorial Hall Hire 170.00
101421 G Parkes — Printerland Ink Cartridges 50.21
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The following payments would be made in Dec:

101422 G Parkes — Dec 419.06
101423 D Turvey — Dec 324.21
101424 HMRC PAYE — Dec 81.00

Cllr. Featherstone and seconded by Cllr. Jones proposed that this Statement be accepted.
All agreed.

Resolved That Financial Report for 1% December 2025, complete with the requests
for retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted.
(The Chairman signed the Financial Statements)

The Clerk had distributed version No.3 of the proposed Budget/Precept for 2026-2027.
The overall increase came to about 3%. Councillors discussed the Budget and decided
that a budget line should be included for potential legal costs associated with the
Memorial Hall. Cllr Jones also proposed that the two paid members of staff should
receive 5% pay increase from 1% April 2026. Cllr Robertson seconded the motion. All
agreed. The Clerk said he would take these changes and incorporate them into version
No.4 for circulation before the January meeting. He anticipated that this might lead to an
overall increase more like 5% - depending upon the amount allocated for Memorial Hall
tasks.

Clerk’s Report and adoption of GOV.UK domain name

Clir Roberston and the Clerk reported that following the unexpected failure of the
previous email and website provider they had contacted Parish Online (who already
provide Mapping tools for the Council). Parish Online agreed to urgently set up a new
Website and Email address list using the GOV.UK domain. They had checked this with
the Government’s own Department that covers this. The Clerk accordingly asked the
Council to make a formal resolution to accept this contract and migrate to a GOV.UK
domain name.

Cllr. Featherstone, seconded by CllIr. Roberston proposed that the Council formally adopt
a GOV.UK domain name provided by Parish Online. All agreed.

Resolved That the Council adopt a GOV.UK domain name provided by Parish
Online.

Planning
For discussion

1) ClIr Jones said he had talked to Alison Ward of Middlemarch Consulting who are
willing to provide the Parish with a Housing Needs Survey at no cost.
Middlemarch are entirely funded by DEFRA and are experts in social housing
projects (like The Brambles). They cover the South Gloucestershire, Bristol and
B&NES area. The Council agreed that Cllr Jones should ask them if they could
attend a briefing session to the Council.

i1) The B&NES Local Plan update. The Council assumed that the public
consultation period was now over and that B&NES would be considering and
filtering out options.
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1i1) The B&NES Movement Strategy. Cllrs had made some individual comments on
this. One idea was the creation of a permissive path beneath the A36 at the
Hinton Priory road bridge — tunnel, for an easier link to Freshford.

Highways & Footpaths

(1) National Highways — A36 Trunk Road. There was nothing to report.

(i1) Other Roads — B&NES. ClIr Jones had not received a reply from the B&NES
Road Safety Officer yet. Cllr Sturges reported that there had been another traffic
collision at the Branch Road — A36 junction. He also reported that he had met the
B&NES Highways Officer when they were gully & drain clearing.
Speeding traffic. There had been more complaints about traffic in the village. The
Police Motorbike Officer with speed camera had recently been seen on the High
Street.

(iii))  Footpaths/Footways. There was nothing to report.

Environment & Health

The Chairman had received an email from Hinton House notifying the Council that there
would be New Year fireworks over Hinton Park at midnight on 31% December. Members
of the public were welcome to attend but for safety reasons would have to stay behind a
barrier at the Church entrance to Hinton Park. The Council agreed to help publicise this
through the usual channels; but would also write to Hinton House requesting that the
noise be reduced to more normal levels. There had been complaints after the previous
fireworks event that domestic and farm animals had been distressed and panicked. The
Clerk also reported that traffic on the A36 had come to a halt on the blind curve of the
main road.

Air Ambulance defibrillator training sessions. The Clerk reported that the Wiltshire &
Bath Air Ambulance team had replied that they could provide a training and awareness
session on Saturday 31% January at 11.00. Councillors agreed that HCPC should go ahead
and book a session.

Millennium Green Trust Committee & Play Area
The see saw had been removed.

Village Facilities

(1)  Bin Bag Storage. There was nothing to report.

(ii))  Information Board on the Millennium Green. There was nothing to report.

(11)  Street Lights. The Clerk would arrange the next set of four lights to be changed
early in the New Year.

(iv) Memorial Hall Deeds. Cllrs, Sturges, Robertson and Jones, plus the Clerk, had
reviewed the Deeds relating to the Memorial Hall, held by the Archive centre
in Taunton. They also discussed the 1996 revised Deeds (held at the Hall) that
appeared to be fairly clear on land ownership. The main discussion then
moved onto the current situation where there are now no living Trustees for the
Memorial Hall Trust, and the possibility that the Parish Council could ‘step
into the breach’ and become a Sole Trustee in the same way that it already is
for the Millennium Green Trust. The Council agreed in principle that this was
acceptable subject to professional legal advice. The Clerk said that he could
not foresee The Charity Commission raising any objections to such a course of
action. It was agreed to hold a further meeting outside the Council Meeting to
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discuss this further. And to include a budget line for 2026-2027 for any legal
advice costs.

Police & Crime
There had been a break into a shed in The Glebe. Residents were reminded to secure
outbuildings at night.

Free exchange of information not covered by any of the above

Nick Paige had expressed concern that the villages own website was out of date. The
Council agreed that once its own new website was running it should be easier to provide
regular updates to the Village site.

Correspondence

The Clerk placed the following correspondence on the table for Councillors to consult.
Posters attached to this correspondence would be placed on the notice board. Any
discussions about correspondence are noted below.

(1) Nothing significant received.

Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda
The next meeting would be on Wednesday 14th Jan 2026 at 7.30pm. Items for the
agenda should be submitted to the Clerk three working days before the meeting.

The Meeting Finished at 8.35pm

Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 14™ January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, High

Street, Hinton Charterhouse
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